
Calendula officinalis 

 

Common Name: Pot marigold, Common marigold 

Scientific Name: Calendula officinalis 

Family: Asteraceae 

Calendula officinalis is a short-lived aromatic herbaceous perennial, growing to 80 cm tall, with 

sparsely branched lax or erect stems. The leaves are oblong-lanceolate, 5–17 cm long, hairy on both 

sides, and with margins entire or occasionally waved or weakly toothed. The inflorescences are yellow, 

comprising a thick capitulum or flowerhead 4–7 centimetres diameter surrounded by two rows of 

hairy bracts; in the wild plant they have a single ring of ray florets surrounding the central disc florets.  

Economic Importance: Pot marigold florets are edible. They are often used to add colour to salads or 

added to dishes as a garnish and in lieu of saffron. The leaves are edible but are often not palatable. 

They have a history of use as a potherb and in salads. The plant is also used to make tea. Marigold 

leaves can also be made into a poultice that is believed to help scratches and shallow cuts to heal 

faster, and to help prevent infection. It has also been used in eye drops. 

 


